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Dear Sisters and Brothers:

In his book, Jesus of Nazareth, Pope Benedict XVI notes how,
after choosing His disciples, Jesus told them that they were “to be
with Him” and also “to be sent out to preach”: with Him and yet
sent forth from Him.

Much the same may be said of the Church: on the one hand, it
is centripetal, it is always centered upon Jesus—its existence
depends upon its being united with the Son of the living God. On
the other hand, it is centrifugal: it is always reaching out towards
the ends of the earth—it exists to bring Christ’s message to all
people of all times.

Being with Jesus and, at the same time, being sent out by Him
as His envoy—these two inseparable aspects of the Church are
wonderfully illustrated by the apostles we honor today, St. Peter
and St. Paul. Peter is the one who centers the Church upon Jesus,
the one who gives stability to the Church and preserves its unity by
proclaiming: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God”; while
Paul is the supreme missionary, the one who symbolizes the
expansion of the Church, the one whose motto is, “Woe to me if |
preach not the Gospel.”

These two apostles are the secret of the strength and incredible
growth of the Church in its earliest days, and they stand as symbols
of the Church’s essential nature in every age. Both were great
saints, but it is good to note that they scarcely fit the stereotyped
notion that many of us have about saints—that they are perfect,
flawless, without weakness of any kind.

Just think of them. First there’s Peter. A good man, of course,
big-hearted, enthusiastic—with a great love of the Lord. But also
impetuous, hot-headed, inclined to act recklessly. There is no
shortage of examples of his blunders in the pages of the Gospel—
above all, there is that extraordinary boast of his on the night before
Jesus died: “Even if all [the other apostles] fall away, I will not.”
Well, we know what happened to that boast, and all within the
space of a few hours. There are not many people who have faced a
choice for or against Jesus as stark as that presented to Peter—and
he failed abysmally.

Then there’s Paul. Again, his greatness is beyond question, as
is his zeal, his willingness to travel anywhere and endure anything
for Christ’s sake. But in his letters, there’s more than a hint that he

wasn’t always too easy to get on with: by nature he was passionate
and fiery; he got a bit touchy when people questioned his status as
an apostle or criticized him; he was prepared to upbraid Peter when
he felt his behavior was inappropriate. On one notable occasion, he
had a difference of opinion with his traveling companion and fellow
preacher, Barnabas; they parted company and, as far as we know,
never traveled together again.

Peter and Paul—there they are, great saints both of them, yet
certainly not saints of the plaster-cast variety. They were, first of
all, human beings—being human is not a drawback to holiness; on
the contrary, being true to the nature God has given us is the first
essential ingredient in becoming holy. Being human, Peter and
Paul had their weaknesses: they sometimes got scared, argued,
took offense, were impatient and cowardly—just as we so often are.

Yet they were chosen by Jesus to be His chief instruments in
the spreading of the Gospel to the whole world: Paul as the
greatest evangelist of all time; and Peter, as today’s Gospel
reminded us, as the first leader of the Church. Jesus took both of
them as they were, with their strengths and weaknesses. And in the
end, both of them laid down their lives for Him and for the Gospel.
Despite “wobbles” in their following of Jesus, they were both
committed to Him, never losing sight of the fact that they were
sinners—but loved sinners.

Today, as we honor them, ought we not to take heart at the
thought that the Lord accepts us and uses us as He did them, just as
we are—a funny old mixture of the good and the not-so-good, of
great strengths and surprising weaknesses? It seemed to work out
wonderfully in the case of Peter and Paul. Isn’t Jesus perhaps
assuring us today that, if we trust Him, it can work out wonderfully
well for us too?

In your charity, pray for the sick and the lonely—uvisit them if
you can. Also, please remember to pray for all who have wandered
from the faith and all who have died, especially Richard Bronico
and the babies who have been killed through abortion and their
parents.

May God always be pleased with us!

Msgr. Michael J. Corona, PhD, KCHS




= FOR YOUR INFORMATION =

BINGO WORKERS

___—D. Varga, C. Franceschino, J. Krupski, E. Hooper, C.
Ross, C. Stallings; __ — S. Hillhouse, J./M. Forder, L.
DeLaRosa; ___ — D. Kassick, R. MacDonald, C. Torres, P.
Madawela, M. DeCoste

STEWARDSHIP
In your stewardship of time, how many minutes each day
do you spend in prayer?

PARISH ANNUAL APPEAL

We are very grateful for the generosity shown by so many
to our Parish Annual Appeal. If you have not yet had an
opportunity to return your pledge card, please do so as soon
as possible.  Every gift is welcomed and sincerely
appreciated. Thank you.

WEDDING BANNS
FIRST TIME — Megan Kathleen Roberts & Bryan Richard
Laut

WELCOME TO THE FAMILY!

Last weekend we welcomed into our Parish Family through
the Sacrament of Baptism: FRANCISCO RICARDO
HERNANDEZ, son of Francisco Hernandez & Lilia
Vergara; GIOVANNI ANTONIO SCHIPANI, son of M/M
Adam Schipani; BRITTNEY PAOLA RAMIREZ, daughter
of M/M Guillermo Ramirez

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PARENT MEETING

There will be an important Religious Education parent
meeting on Mon., June 30, 2008 at 7:00pm in Mercy Hall.
Any family who has a child who will be in Grades 1-5 in
our Parish Religious Education Program should attend.
New programs for next year will be discussed.

FOOD FOR THE NEEDY COLLECTION

The monthly Food for the Needy Collection will be held on
the weekend of July 5/6, 2008. July’s needs are: peanut
butter, spaghetti sauce, canned vegetables, tuna fish,
canned soups, canned meat, canned fruit, toothpaste, soap,
laundry detergent, and deodorant. Life Choices is in need
of diapers, formula and children’s items. Thank you for
your continued support.

CONVENT PROPERTY CLEAN-UP

We are looking for volunteers to help with cleaning up the
property around the Convent on Roseberry Street at Saints
Philip and James School. General clean-up, tree trimming,
and landscaping talents are needed. Ed Hickey has
volunteered to head up the project, so if you can lend a
hand, please call Ed at (908) 213-1523.

PARISH PICNIC LUNCH

A Parish Picnic Lunch will be held on Fri., July 4 from
Noon to 1:30pm in Mercy Hall. Reserve your seating by
phoning Colleen at 454-9880 or Camille at 387-0001.

HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS
The Church Office will be closed on Fri., July 4 for the
holiday.

PRAYER VIGIL FOR LIFE

Prayer Vigil for Life will be held on Sat., July 5 after the
8am Mass in the Chapel with exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament, followed by the Rosary for Life across from the
Abortuary on South Main Street.

SPSJ VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

Save the date! St. Philip and St. James Vacation Bible
School will be held August 4-8, 2008. More information
will follow.

FOOD ALERT

The Food Pantry at Catholic Charities has seen a sharp rise
in the number of people asking for food assistance. In
January-April 2008, 246 more households were helped than
in those same months last year. That’s 880 more bags of
food than were given out last year. The need continues to
be great. Please give generously so nobody will have to be
turned away hungry.

“COULD YOU NOT WATCH ONE HOUR WITH ME?”

“Every hour you spend with Jesus will be recorded in
heaven and retold throughout eternity”— Mother Teresa.
Eucharistic Adorers are urgently needed for Saturdays at
11am and Sundays at 10pm. Phone Camille at (908) 387-
0001 for these times or any other time you are able to
commit to on a weekly basis. Substitutes are also needed!

FIRST COMMUNION/CONFIRMATION DVDS

A reminder that DVD copies of the First Communion
Masses and the Confirmation Mass are available at the
Church Office for the parents of our First Communicants
and Confirmation candidates. The First Communion
pictures are also available. Please pick them up during
regular office hours.

SPANISH BAPTISMAL PREPARATION CLASSES
Mandatory Spanish Baptismal Preparation classes for
parents and godparents of infants to be Baptized will be
held in the Parish Meeting Room of our Parish building on
the third Saturday of each month from 10am to 12noon. To
register for the class, please call the Church Office.

BINGO WORKERS NEEDED

We are in need of Bingo Members-in-Charge and general
workers for our Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday night
Bingos. Bingo is a major fundraiser for our Parish School
and allows our parishioners to share their Time and Talent
as part of their Stewardship commitment. Time involved is
3 to 4 hours, once every 4 weeks. For further details,
please call Deacon Bill in the Business Office at (908) 454-
0112, ext. 6366. Help keep this most important fundraising
effort fully staffed.



MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

Bishop Bootkoski extends a cordial invitation to the people
of our Diocese to join with him on a Diocesan Pilgrimage
for Vocations to the Basilica of the Immaculate Conception
in Washington, DC on Sat., October 18, 2008. More details
will be forthcoming about a parish bus, but in the
meantime, mark your calendars. The Cathedral Parish is
planning an overnight bus in conjunction with the
Pilgrimage. For information, contact Rosemarie Gazaleh at
St. Francis Cathedral at (732) 548-0100, ext. 210.

ST. FRANCIS CATHEDRAL SCHOOL NEWS

St. Francis Cathedral School in Metuchen is celebrating
their 80™ year on Fri., September 19, 2008. Mass will be at
6pm with a reception following. Tickets are $40 per
person. Looking for all alumni (21+) to be present. For
more information, call Dorothy Heyden at (732) 494-7980
or www.stfranciscathedralschool.org.

PART-TIME SECRETARY/BOOKKEEPER NEEDED
Responsible for providing wide variety of advanced
administrative, secretarial, clerical and financial support to
parish and pastor. Position oversees all office activities
including: maintaining parish records and accurate filing,
record keeping, and reporting systems, and manages parish
payment process, account reconciliations, and financial
records and prepares financial reports for parish and
diocese as needed. Required qualifications include: strong
written and verbal communication skills, solid
organizational, planning and computer skills,
confidentiality, dependability and professionalism. The
applicant must be a practicing Roman Catholic who
upholds the teaching and traditions of the Catholic Church
and who possesses a sound working knowledge of the
Catholic faith and Church hierarchy. 15 hours/week—
Monday-Thursday. Position available August 1. Interested
candidates are invited to send resume to St. Theodore
Church, PO Box 146, Port Murray, NJ 07865.

VOCATION BRIEF

What kinds of people become priests, sisters or brothers?
Are they uncommonly holy, unusually saint-like? No.
They are people who make mistakes, people who aren’t
afraid to be human while in God’s service. Are they people
who can’t face the competition and cruelty of the “real”
world? No. They are people who believe that through
ministry they can immerse themselves in the world and
make positive changes. Are they people who don’t relate
well with other people? No. They are people who love
others—people who find real satisfaction chatting with a
93-year old parishioner, holding the hand of a cancer
patient, listening to the troubles of a street-wise teen. They
are people with the courage to touch lives, hearts and souls
in a high-tech, unchurched world. Are you that kind of
person?—Serra for priestly and religious vocations

= MINISTRY =

SATURDAY EVENING
" H# %&!
Acolyte: Paul Kucinski
Ministers:  Joseph Merlo & Ann-Lynn DeGerolamo; C1 —
Roger DiVittorio, C2 — Linda McGuire, C3 — Donna Kucinski,
C4 — Josephine DeMonti

Lector: Cassie Apgar
Commentator: Lisa DeGerolamo
Servers: Victoria Gural & Rosalind Wilmott
SUNDAY MORNING
! # SN&'
Acolyte: Thomas Switzer
Ministers:  Larry Bevilacqua & Carol Bevilacqua
Lector: Jennifer Anselmo
Commentator: Barbara Shaneberger
Servers: Justin Mourt & Julia DePillo
! # $%&'

Acolyte: Joseph Schupper

Ministers:  Eileen Kerrigan & Judy Francisco; C1 — James
Bramick, C2 — Charlene Hummell, C3 — Eileen Catalli, C4 —
Edward Socci

Lector: Henrietta Schupper

Commentator: Jeanne Hagen

Servers: Dominic Socci & John Socci

! # $%&'
Acolyte: Rachel Francisco
Ministers: ~ William Harzer & Mary Ann Harzer; C1 — Bud
Lilly, C2 — Pat James, C3 — Maureen Speer, C4 — Mary
Brogan
Lector: Mike James
Commentator: Paul Lanning
Servers: Natalie Lotter & Stephanie Lotter

I " # $%&'
Acolyte: No Acolyte
Minister: Dolly Dufty
Lector & Commentator: Karen Llanos
Servers: Emily Halm & Amelia Llanos

NURSING HOME TEAMS
(") % %
6/29/08 — Eileen Kerrigan & Samuel Fatta
7/6/08 — Camille Rapinesi
* +% %
6/29/08 — Beth Decker & Rosemary Carnali
7/6/08 — Ines Berluche
L % %
6/29/08 — Joseph Gourniak & Barbara Shaneberger
7/6/08 — Barbara Shaneberger




= MASSES FOR THE WEEK =

/0123 /04
Sunday Masses will be offered for those Fathers for whom a request has been made,
whose names are placed near the altar in the Sanctuary of the Church

560123 /04
6:45 — Mabel Myers (A) by Lou & Sharon Myers
8:00 — Mary Lipari by Rita Fortuno
12:10 — John H. Canavan (A) by Wife, Jean

/74 123 /(3
6:45 — Geraldine I. Farley by Morning Angels
8:00 — Margaret Ahearn DeFede by SPSJ Class of 1955
12:10 (WH) — Tina Graziosi by Michael J. Rinaldi

4104 123 /(3
6:45 — Rose Kornberger by Sister
8:00 — Mary DeFrancesco by M/M John P. Herkalo
12:10 — John Hofschild by Anthony & Mary Celia

&/7 123 /(3
6:45 — Mary E. Carr by Family
8:00 — Frank & Virginia Rossnagle by Harvey
12:10 — Salvatore Quaresma by Simonetta Family

879123 /(3
9:00am (CH) — Parish Independence Day Mass — For the People of the Parish

2 /7123 /(3
7:00 — Agnes Wilson by Children & Grandchildren
8:00 — Janet Earley by Vinnie & Eileen Catalli
4:30pm — Dorothy & Salvatore Patti by Family

/70123 /(3:
7:00 — Mary Costantino by M/M Mario Costantino
9:00 — For the People
11:00 — Michael & Mary Pavkovic by M/M John E. Pavkovic
1:00 (SP) — For the People
5:30pm — Thomas Corcoran by Volk Family

Stewardship of Treasure

a # -
June 22, 2008: $11,433.00
Sisters of Mercy/McAuley Hall: $2,817.00

% -
June 22, 2008: $205.00
Sisters of Mercy/McAuley Hall: $57.00

= CALENDAR =

7:45-12:15 - MH - Summer Blood Drive
1:00-11:00pm - HFC - Adoration
2:30 - CH - Baptism Ceremony

=5 >+

8:30am-11:00pm - HFC - Adoration
7:00 - MH - Parent PREP Mtg.

7:00 - HFC - Novena (Day 2)

= /(3= -> 4
8:30am-11:00pm - HFC - Adoration
6:00 - CH - Serra Club Mass/Mtg.
7:00 - MH - Bingo

7:30 - MH - Boy Scout Troop Mtg.

= > >+

8:30am-11:00pm - HFC - Adoration

1:00 - MH - Over 50°s Club Bus. Mtg./Social
5:30 - MH - Legion of Mary

7:00 - HFC - Charismatic Holy Hour &
Reflection on Scripture Readings for Sunday

= -> 4= H -
8:30am-7:00pm - HFC - Adoration
7:00 - HFC - Blue Army

7:00 - MH - Bingo

=8 >+=9>" > ) 1+

9:00 - CH - Parish Independence Day Mass
10:00am-11:00pm - HFC - Adoration
12:00-1:30 - MH - Parish Picnic Lunch
7:00 - HFC - Cenacles of Life

= > 4= 2 +?))
8:30 - HFC - Pro-Life Adoration
8:30am-11:00pm - HFC - Adoration
9:00 - CH - Confession

3:15-4:15 - CH - Confession

7:00 - MH - Bingo

i >+, 6> + #
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11:00 - CH - Baptism Mass
1:00-11:00pm - HFC - Adoration

Don’t want to lug heavy bags of
groceries to Church for the Food for
the Needy Collection?

Drop a gift card from a local grocery
store into next week’s collection
basket. Mark it “Food for the
Needy”.
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