
June 6 – 7, 2020 Back to Ordinary Time 

   With last Sunday’s celebration of Pentecost, we brought 

the Easter season to a close.  The Church now reenters the 

season she calls ‘Ordinary Time.’  The official reason for 

this name is the fact that its weeks are ‘ordered’ – meaning 

they follow a certain order.  This past week was the Eighth 

Week in Ordinary Time, and this coming week be the 

Ninth. 

   But I find it helpful to see Ordinary Time – when we’re 

not focusing on special seasons like Advent or Lent or 

Christmas or Easter – as a time to remember that we serve 

God best by living our faith in the midst of ordinary, 

everyday life.  Being patient with those around us.  

Performing acts of charity within our means.  Finding time 

for prayer in the midst of a busy day.  Striving to see Christ 

in the people with whom we interact with each day.  

Serving God in these ‘ordinary’ ways is our true path to 

holiness in life. 

   One of the best things about serving God in this way is 

that we can do it even at times like this – when life is 

anything but ordinary!  We can show patience with the 

family we are around more than normal due to the 

shutdown of so many things.  We can pray from our homes 

when we can’t come to Church.  We can strive to see Christ 

in those whose decisions we might not always agree with in 

these difficult times.  Indeed, in these anything but ordinary 

times, there are ordinary ways that we can practice our 

Faith and grow in holiness. 

   Speaking of this, I just got word that we will return to 

public Mass next weekend – June 13–14th!  Of course, 

things will be a bit different than usual.  Due to the 

continued need for social distancing, the Church can only 

be filled to 30% of its usual capacity.  Moreover, those in 

attendance will have to wear a mask (except for small 

children) and sanitize their hands upon arrival.  The 

distribution of Holy Communion will be very different and 

will be explained clearly at that weekend’s Masses.  Cry 

Rooms will have to be limited to no more than one family.   

   Due to the 30% restriction, it will be necessary for those 

wishing to attend Holy Mass next weekend to call the 

Parish Office to reserve a space.  I know this sounds crazy 

– but at the moment it’s the best I can do.  Please be 

patient.  We don’t mind making reservations to eat a really 

good restaurant.   So, we shouldn’t mind – in these 

extraordinary times – making a reservation for the most 

sacred and holy meal of all:  The Holy Sacrifice of the 

Mass!  Keep in mind that this is not forever – just until the 

restrictions allow us a bigger crowd at Church. 

   With that in mind, please consider attending the less 

crowded Masses.  My guess is that reservations for the 11 

AM and 4:30 PM Masses will fill up very quickly.  Also 

keep in mind that – at this point – no one is required to 

attend Holy Mass.  Our bishop continues to grant a 

dispensation for all those who are unable – or not yet 

comfortable – coming to a public Mass.  Prudence dictates 

that those whose age or medical condition make them ‘high 

risk’ should avoid large gatherings like Mass for the time 

being – as much as they may want to come.  Believe me, 

our Lord most truly understands! 

   By this time, all Liturgical Ministers – lectors, ushers, 

extraordinary ministers, altar servers, and acolytes – should 

have received a letter from me about things to consider in 

returning to your ministries when we get back to public 

Mass.  If you have not, please contact Nancy at the parish 

office.  She will make sure you get one.   

   As you know, I usually return to the seminary to make 

my required five - day priest retreat in mid – June.  The 

seminary informed us that this year’s retreat, scheduled for 

the week of June 15–19, will be done via zoomed or virtual 

talks!   This means that, rather than going to Emmitsburg 

for the retreat as I usually do, I will remain in the rectory, 

tune in to the talks, and spend more time than usual in 

prayer and spiritual reading.  While I won’t be able to visit 

Mother Seton’s shrine to pray for your intentions as I 

usually do at her tomb, I will be happy to spend extra time 

that week praying for any special intentions you have.  Just 

send them to the parish office.   

   Like so much else this year, my retreat won’t be the same 

– but we’ll do the best we can.  With God’s help, it will still 

be a time of renewal and grace.  Please remember to pray a 

Hail Mary for me today, and every day.   Please also pray 

for a healing of tensions and end to the violent protests that 

have rocked so many of our nation’s cities.  One even took 

place right outside of Fr. Pat’s residence in New York (he 

and the other Franciscans there are fine… and Fr. Pat looks 

forward to being with us for Mass as soon as he can).  A 

prayer for such healing is printed elsewhere in this bulletin!  

You are all in my daily Rosaries, Masses, and prayers! 

 Have a great week! 

 Fr. John  

  

      

FOOD FOR THE NEEDY 

“Jesus said: Feed the hungry.” (It wasn’t just a suggestion.) 

Remember – “Food for the Needy” Collection - First 

Sunday of each month. 

 

MASS INTENTIONS: 

The priests are offering Masses privately for all the Mass 

Intentions that are scheduled thru June 12th. 

 

 



 

 

 

St. Philip & St. James School 

137 Roseberry Street  
Phillipsburg, NJ 08865 (908) 859-1244 – http://sspjnj.org/ 

                                                  Follow us at:  

facebook.com/sspjschool 

SAINTS UPDATE:  

Enrolling now! Sts. Philip & James School educates students 

as young as 2, 3, and 4 years old through grade 8.  We pride 

ourselves on providing a safe learning environment where 

your student receives individualized attention from certified 

teachers.  We have a special education program for students 

who need extra assistance in reading and/or math.  We stay up 

to date with the latest technology by using Google Classroom 

and STREAM programming.  Come discover why it is 

GREAT to be a Saint.  

 

TAKE A VIRTUAL TOUR! 

Visit sspjnj.org and click on Virtual Open House to tour Saints 

Philip & James School.  Interested in further discussing your 

student’s education?  We are now offering Zoom meetings to 

learn more about our school.  Please contact Mrs. Kucinski at 

Kucinski.donna@spsj.org to schedule your meeting. 

 

REFERRAL INCENTIVE 

We are thrilled to announce we will once again be offering a 

referral incentive for our current families.  How does it work?  

Refer a family, and if that family enrolls and completes the 

2020-2021 school year, your family will receive $500 off your 

tuition in May of 2021.  Please note only one family may 

receive credit for each new enrolling family.  This is a great 

way to defer the cost. 

 

POSITION AVAILABLE: 

Junior High Language Arts and Religion Teacher (This is for 

2020-2021 school year).  Please contact Mrs. Kucinski at 

Kucinski.donna@spsj.org to apply. 

 

50/50 RAFFLE 

We were able to extend the cash raffle until October 3, 2020 

(at the Saints Sprint and Octoberfest).  Raffle tickets may be 

purchased and returned until that day!  Please email Mrs. 

Kucinski if more raffle tickets are needed. 

 

THANK YOU! 

Thank you to everyone who supported our calendar raffle!  

We raised over $2,440.  We greatly appreciate your ongoing 

support. 

 

YARD SALE: 

We regret to announce that we will not be hosting our Annual 

Yard Sale this year. 

 

WARREN COUNTY RESIDENTS, WE ARE HERE 

FOR YOU 
The Food Pantry is Open & Curbside Pick-up is Available! 

387 South Main Street, Phillipsburg 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 10am - 3pm 

Friday 1pm - 3pm 

Please call 908-859-5447 before you plan to arrive. 

 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES: 
The following items are needed:  Peanut Butter, Pasta, Pasta 

Sauce, Tuna, Rice, Potatoes, Onions, Hearty Soups, Taco Kits,  

Applesauce cups, Seasoning Packets, Macaroni & Cheese, 

Canned Veggies, Cereal, and Personal Care items such as: 

Deodorant, Feminine Hygiene  Products, 

Shampoo/Conditioner, Bar Soap, Body Wash, Toothpaste, 

Toothbrushes, Diapers – all sizes, baby food – all types jars or 

pouches, Baby Formula, Canned Meats, Canned or Dried 

Beans, and juice – variety of flavors. 

 
FORMED…A GREAT WAY TO LEARN ABOUT YOUR 

FAITH!  
FORMED is a collection of Catholic Bible studies, talks, 

movies, and other programs for people who want to learn 

more about their Catholic Faith.  Anyone in our parish can 

access it by following three simple steps:  (1) Google 

formed.org.  (2) Scroll down to where it asks if your parish 

already subscribes and indicate yes.  It will ask you to enter 

your parish code, which is GMKZ4Q (all capitals).  (3)  You 

will then be asked to set up your own account by establishing 

your own password.  

 

 WE ARE CHECKING OUR RECORDS! 

Do we have your most recent contact information? 

Please provide your family last name: 

__________________________________________ 

 

Name of each person living in your home who is also a 

parishioner and their date of birth. (Include his/her last 

name if it is different than the family last name): 

 

1.________________________________________ 

 

2.________________________________________ 

 

3.________________________________________ 

 

4.________________________________________ 

 

Use a separate paper for additional family members. 

 

Current address: _____________________________ 

 

__________________________________________ 

 

Email: _____________________________________ 

 

Main Phone Number: _________________________ 

 

Mail this form to the church at 430 S. Main St. 

Phillipsburg, NJ 08865 or drop it off at the 

Church office during business hours. 

Thank you! 

 
 

 

 

 

http://sspjnj.org/
http://www.spsj.org/school
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http://www.formed.org/


SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS 

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son.” 

(John 3:16) 

Is your love conditional?  Is there a price others have to pay 

to receive your love and forgiveness?  Are you generous 

with your time, skills, money, and possessions?  If you give 

something, do you expect something in return?  Do you 

give your time freely or do you “fit it in when it’s 

convenient for you?  God desires a personal relationship 

with us so much that He gave us His Son, unconditionally!  

Pray for a grateful and generous heart.  

 

PART TIME HELP NEEDED 

We are currently seeking part time janitorial help.  Please 

call 908-454-0112 and speak to Cindy DePillo (ext. 406) or 

Bill Casey (ext. 402) for more information. 

 
LEGION OF MARY LIBRARY  

May is the month of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  Legion of 

Mary Library has a wonderful selection of books & videos 

for the entire family to choose from.  Although the library 

is currently not opened, please see information on 

formed.org where similar resources can be found. 

 

LIFE CHOICES 

Please support the life-saving work of Life Choices. 

Join us on Friday, June 19th at 7:30pm for our auction. 

Use the following link to participate in the auction.  

www.bidspirit.com/lifechoices. 

Great deals on vacations, tickets, items and baskets. 

 
FACEBOOK AND TWITTER 

Follow us on Facebook @SPSJPHILLIPSBURG and on 

Twitter @SPSJCHURCH 

 

 

Stewardship of Treasure 
May 31, 2020: $5,333.00 

Easter 2020: $29,392.00 

Mother’s Day: $2,129.00 

Father’s Day: $508.00 

May Online Contributions:  $18,503.50 

Ascension: $675.33 
 

Parish Capital Campaign 
Total Pledged as of 5/1/2020   $1,522,620.90 
Total Collected as of 5/1/2020:  $1,112,614.99 

Have you considered online giving? 
If interested in signing up for online giving, please go 

to:  https://.spsj.churchgiving.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE PRAYER CORNER 

WAKE ME UP LORD 

Wake me up Lord, so that the evil of racism finds no 

home within me.  Keep watch over my heart Lord, and 

remove from me any barriers to your grace, that may 

oppress and offend my brothers and sisters.  Fill my spirit 

Lord, so that I may give services of justice and peace.  

Clear my mind Lord, and use it for your glory.  And 

finally, remind us Lord that you said, “blessed are the 

peacemakers, for they shall be called children of God.” 

Amen 

 

PRAYER OF ST. FRANCIS 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace: where there 

is hatred, let me sow love; where there is injury, pardon; 

where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; 

where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. 

O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be 

consoled as to console, to be understood as to understand, 

to be loved as to love.  For it is in giving that we receive, it 

is in pardoning that we are pardoned, it is in dying that 

we are born to eternal life. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 

God of Heaven and Earth, you created the one human 

family and endowed each person with great dignity.   

Aid us, we pray, in overcoming the sin of racism.  Grant 

us your grace in eliminating this blight from our hearts, 

our communities, our social and civil institutions. 

Fill our hearts with love for you and our neighbor so that 

we may work with you in healing our land from racial 

injustice.  Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 

lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

A PRAYER FOR PROTECTION IN TIME OF 

PANDEMIC 

O Mary, you always brighten our path as a sign of 

salvation and hope.  We entrust ourselves to you, Health 

of the Sick, who, at the Cross, took part in Jesus’ pain 

while remaining steadfast in faith.  O loving Mother, you 

know what we need, and we are confident you will provide 

for us as at Cana in Galilee.  Intercede for us with your 

Son Jesus, the Divine Physician, for those who have 

fallen ill, for those who are vulnerable, and for those who 

have died.  Intercede also for those charged with 

protecting the safety and health of others and for those 

who are tending to the sick and seeking a cure.  Help us, 

O Mother of Divine Love, to conform to the will of the 

Father and to do as we are told by Jesus, who took upon 

himself our sufferings and carried our sorrows, so as to 

lead us through the Cross, to the glory of the 

Resurrection.  Amen. 
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          + MASSES FOR THE WEEK +    

 SUNDAY, JUNE 7 
7:00 – Albert Madden by Family 

9:00 – Clelia & Oreste Marinelli by Yola & Enzo 

Marinelli 

11:00 – Charles J., Katherine, Sandra Lupi by Dave & 

Charlene Jiorle 

1:00 (SP) – For the People 

5:30pm – Michael & Mary Pavkovic by Margaret 

Pavkovic 
 

MONDAY, JUNE 8 

 6:45 – Maria Echavarria by Family 

 8:00 – Deceased members of the Cannon & Brogan 

Families by Mary Brogan 

 12:10 – Greg Sharkey by Judy Francisco 

 7:00pm – Mass Association 

    
 TUESDAY, JUNE 9 
 6:45 – Deceased members of the P.P.H.S. class of 

1961 by Bill Casey 

8:00 – Richard Van Benschoten by Ed & Margaret 

Connolly 

12:10pm – Anne Harrison by Jeanie Bolcar 

 
 WEDNESDAY, JUNE 10 
6:45 – Seifa & Basilio Busacca by The Gomes-Aversa 

Family 

8:00 – John & Veronica Klegs by Ruthie & Jim Martin 

12:10pm – Olive Mulrine by CDA Court Warren #389 

 

THURSDAY, JUNE 11  

 6:45 – Susan Reynold by The DePillo Family 

 8:00 – Ana Tinco Crasto & Amaro Guerreiro by The 

Gomes-Aversa Family 

12:10 – John J. Natisin, St. by wife 

 

 FRIDAY, JUNE 12 
 6:45 – Msgr. Richard A. Behl by Fr. John Barbella 

 8:00 – Deceased members of the PHS Class of 1947 by 

Mary Kauilus 

12:10 – Martha Scara by The McBrides 

 
 SATURDAY, JUNE 13  

 8:00 – Triolo Family by Patricia Tumulty 

 4:30 – Deceased members of the PCHS Class of 1970 

by Class Members 

 

 SUNDAY, JUNE 14 
7:00 – George Richline by Wife, Martha 

9:00 – Thomas Ference by Sandra 

11:00 – Angelo & Helen Nicolosi by Ann Nicolosi-Foose 

1:00 (SP) – For the People 

5:30 – Robert Volk by Queenie Jabbour 

 

 

 

 

 

       + MASS ASSOCIATION INTENTIONS + 

                    MONDAY, JUNE 8 7:00pm 

John Callery by Tom & Fran Bronico 

Pauline Mittica by Donna & Paul Kucinski 

Grayce Capraro by Jim Sciascia & Family 

Cathy Steigerwalt by Denise Elliott 

Rose Solt by Jim Sciascia 

Leon Nigohosian Sr. by Jim Sciascia & Family 

Howard Stecker by Jim Sciascia & Family 

Elizabeth Hummell by Volk Family 

Donna Fleming by Volk Family 

Michael “Mick” Payran by Debbie & Joe Stefano 

 

 

St. Philip & St. James Church 

Prayer Intentions 

 

Prayer is needed now more than ever. Let us know 

how we can pray for you today. Your intentions 

will be lifted up in prayer by our religious as we 

face these uncertain times.  

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

  

Please submit your prayer intention(s) in a few brief 

sentences and email them to secretary@spsj.org or mail 

them to St. Philip & St. James Church, 430 So. Main St., 

Phillipsburg, NJ  08865 and mark the envelope as “Prayer 

Intentions.” 

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in 

every situation, by prayer and petition, with 

thanksgiving, present your requests to God.       

Philippians 4:6 

UBMIT 
 

NURSING HOME TEAMS 

All Care Centers are currently under quarantine. No 

services will be held. 
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